
 

     

BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL 
VEIN GRAFT SYMPOSIUM 

 

October 28, 2016 
Brigham Building for the Future 

3rd Floor Conference Room 
75 France Street, Boston MA 02115 

 
Sponsored By: Brigham and Women’s Hospital Center for Interdisciplinary Cardiovascular Sciences, Brigham and Women’s Hospital Division of Vascular and 

Endovascular Surgery, Brigham Research Institute Cardiovascular, Diabetes, and Metabolic Disorders Research Center, and 
The Ozaki Vascular Research Laboratory 

 
This multidisciplinary event brings together basic vascular biologists, translational clinician scientists, expert clinicians, and 

industry partners to discuss the current status of vein graft research, and to explore next steps to move this unique field forward.  
Participation by those at all career levels with interests even tangentially related to vein grafts is particularly encouraged to 

attend since there will be enormous opportunities for building new collaborative relationships. 

 
12:00pm   Registration, Lunch and Social  
 
12:30pm Welcome and Background    Drs. Feinberg/Ozaki/Aikawa 
 
12:45pm  Current Strategies in CABG Conduit Choice and   Dr. Steve K. Singh 

the Evolution and Demise of Vein Grafts        
  

1:00pm   My Vein Graft Observations and Tips   Dr. Frank B. Pomposelli 
 
1:20pm   Research Models of Vein Graft Disease   Dr. Margareet de Vries 
 
1:40pm   Molecular Mechanisms of Surgical Vein Graft Injury  Dr. Colleen Brophy 
 
2:00pm   Inflammation and the Immune System in   Dr. Paul Quax 

Vein Graft Disease   
 
2:40pm   Break 
 
3:00pm   Vein Graft Disease and the Macrophage   Dr. Masanori Aikawa 
 
3:20pm   Dietary Initiatives to Enhance Vein Graft Durability  Dr. C. Keith Ozaki 
 
3:40pm   Regulation of Vessel Identity During Venous Adaptation  Dr. Alan Dardik 

to the Arterial Environment         
   

4:00pm   Vein Grafts in the NIH BEST-CLI Trial   Dr. Matthew Menard 
 
4:10pm   Industry Initiatives and Perspectives (10 minutes each, then panel discussion) 

 Neograft, Inc     Dr. Mohammed El-Kurdi 

 NuVascular Technologies, Inc.   Matthew Phaneuf 

 Proteon Therapeutics, Inc.   Dr. Steve Burke 
 
4:50pm   ADJOURN       Drs. Keith Ozaki/Masanori Aikawa 



 

   

Biographies: 
 
Masanori Aikawa, M.D. serves as Director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Cardiovascular Sciences (CICS) at the Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital (BWH). He trained as a cardiologist in Japan and has worked at BWH and Harvard Medical School 
since 1995. His research interests include the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis and metabolic disorders, macrophage biology, 
and the pro-inflammatory role of dyslipidemia. 
 
Colleen Brophy, M.D. is a Professor of Surgery at Vanderbilt University, and she also holds positions in Medicine, Cell 
Biology and Anatomy, Bioengineering, and Kinesiology. Her lab is focused on the mechanisms of injury associated with 
harvest, preparation, and preservation of human saphenous vein grafts. They are also interested in calcium independent 
smooth muscle relaxation. Dr. Brophy’s laboratory has generated three patents and there are three therapeutics in preclinical 
development. 
 
Alan Dardik, M.D. is a surgeon-scientist who seeks to use the power of molecular biology to achieve a modern 
understanding of vascular disease. His group is currently manipulating Eph-B4 in vivo to test the hypothesis that Eph-B4 
remains functional during adult life and is a regulator of vein graft identity and adaptation to the arterial environment. They 
collaborate with the William Sessa laboratory to test the importance of caveolin-1 binding and phosphorylation to Eph-B4 
activation. 
 
Margreet R. de Vries, Ph.D. (Leiden University Medical Center) has a long-standing interest in post-interventional vascular 
remodeling including vein graft failure and the role of inflammatory factors therein with emphasis on toll like receptors. A 
major focus now is the role of plaque neovascularization and its contribution to atherosclerotic plaque destabilization. 
 
Matthew Menard, M.D. is a clinically active vascular surgeon at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital who is also co-PI of the 
NIH sponsored $25 million Best Endovascular versus Best Surgical Therapy in Patients with Critical Limb Ischemia (BEST-
CLI) Trial. 
 
C. Keith Ozaki, M.D. the John. A. Mannick Professor of Surgery at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, serves as an 
academic vascular surgeon and Director of Vascular Surgery Research at the Carl J. and Ruth Shapiro Cardiovascular Center. 
Dr. Ozaki has led basic vascular research efforts that broadly aim to delineate how physical forces alter the morphology of the 
blood vessel wall. Recent investigations have focused on inflammatory and adipose driven mechanisms of these adaptations, 
and interventions such as dietary restriction.  
 
Frank Pomposelli, M.D. is Chairman of the Department of Surgery at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center, director of surgery for 
the Steward Health Care Network and professor of surgery at Tufts University School of Medicine. He is perhaps best known 
for his clinical work and research in arterial insufficiency of the lower extremities in patients with diabetes mellitus. He has 
performed over 2,500 lower extremity bypasses and 1,000 lower extremity endovascular interventions.  
 
Paul H.A. Quax, Ph.D. is Professor in Experimental Vascular Medicine at the Department of Vascular Surgery of the Leiden 
University Medical Center and has a main research interest in post-interventional vascular remodeling. Over the past decades 
he has extensively studied not only the pathophysiology of vein graft disease but also novel therapeutic options to prevent vein 
graft disease, including gene therapy, anti-inflammatory strategies and strategies to prevent smooth muscle cells migration and 
vessel wall remodeling. 
 
Steve K. Singh, M.D. is Surgical Director, Heart Transplantation and Mechanical Circulatory Support at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital. His holds clinical expertise in surgical procedures for coronary artery disease, transplantation, mechanical 
circulatory support (VAD and ECMO), and valvular replacement and repair. 
 

RSVP is encouraged; external attendees please RSVP to 
 Lorraine Levitsky (llevitsky1@partners.org) 
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