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The Judah Folkman Award in Vascular Biology was created by NAVBO in honor of Dr. Judah Folkman, a pioneer in the field of vascular biology, the father of the study of tumor angiogenesis, and a mentor to us all.  This Award will be given annually to an established mid-career scientist that has significantly contributed to the advancement of our understanding of vascular biology and its regulation in disease progression.
The inaugural recipient of this Award was Dr. Luisa Iruela-Arispe, who was honored at our annual NAVBO meeting held in conjunction with Experimental Biology in New Orleans in April 2009.  Dr. Iruela-Arispe, who was humbled and honored to receive such a prestigious Award, delivered a talk in honor of Dr. Folkman.  We were all very fortunate that Mrs. Paula Folkman could also join us for the Luisa’s lecture and Award presentation.

Dr. Iruela-Arispe gave an historical account of her entry into the field of vascular biology, starting as a student at the University of San Paulo.  During that time she was fortunate to have the opportunity to work with Dr. Helene Sage at the University of Washington.  There, she not only fell in love with vascular biology, but also met her now husband, Tim Lane.  She later completed post-doctoral work in the same lab before taking her first faculty position at Harvard Medical School.  While in Boston, Luisa continued to study vascular extracellular matrix and the functions of thrombospondin, in particular.  She also discovered an angiogenesis inhibitor that is structurally similar to thrombospondin, ADAMTS-1, which she continued to study after her move to UCLA several years later.

In her present position as Professor and Vice Chair of the Department of Developmental Biology at UCLA, Luisa not only continues to study the function of anti-angiogenic molecules, but also strives to understand the regulation of normal vascular development.  She studies the roles of signaling pathways including VEGF and Notch that are prominent players in the regulation of both normal and aberrant blood vessel formation.  Insights gained from her work have broadened our understanding of the regulation of these processes, which has and will continue to aid in the development of clinical strategies to treat prevalent pathologies such as tumor angiogenesis.

