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Your Role in Changing Hearts 
and Minds for Science 





Today’s Advocacy Landscape 
Opportunities: 

• March for Science revealed untapped advocacy potential 

• Science aligns with many Administration objectives, including job 
creation, economic growth, and global competitiveness 

• Key champions for medical/health research on both sides of aisle hold 
leadership positions in Congress 

Challenges: 

• The FY18 budget cap on non-defense discretionary (NDD) spending is $3 
billion lower than in FY17, which means difficult budget tradeoffs 

• Altho Congress is rejecting many of Pres’ budget cuts, several concerning 
proposals could still go forward,  including 10% cap on indirect costs 

• “Repeal/Replace” bill would eliminate Prevention and Public Health Fund 
(PPHF) 

• Skepticism by some in Congress about accuracy of climate science and 
value of social sciences research poses threat to all of science 

 

 



When Advocacy Works: Bipartisan 
support for NIH - Highlights 

• Doubling NIH budget in five years, ‘99-‘03 
• Including science in ARRA funding ‘09   
• $4.8 billion (over 10 years) in 21st Century Cures Act 
• $2 billion increase for NIH in FY16 and FY17 omnibus 

bills 
• Appropriations leadership pledges continued support in 

FY18; House LHHS appropriations bill includes a $1.1 
billion increase for NIH; Senate may do more   

• Thanks to advocacy, there are more and more 
champions in Congress for medical and health research 
 



FY17 Omnibus – against the 
odds, increased $ for science 



Research!America’s Mission 

Making research to improve 
health a higher national 

priority 

Research!America is an innovator 
in advocacy for research 



Research!America: 28 Years of Putting 
Research on the Public Agenda 

• Nonprofit alliance with member organizations 
drawn from academia, business, patient 
organizations and scientific societies 
representing more than 125 million Americans  

• Distinguished, all-volunteer board includes 
former elected and appointed officials, media 
and public relations leaders, and leaders from 
alliance member organizations 

• Four‘sister’ organizations in Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and Sweden 



Public Opinion Survey Question 

Do you agree or disagree with the 
following statement – “Public policies 
should be based on the best available 
science?” 



Public Policies Should be Based 
on Science  
Do you agree that public policies should be based on the best 
available science? 
72% of Democrats and 70% of Republicans agree, compared with 57% of Independents. 

Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in partnership  
with Zogby Analytics in January 2017. 

 



Important for Elected Officials to 
Listen to Scientists 
How important is it that elected officials at all levels listen to advice 
from scientists? 
A 14% increase in those who responded ‘very important’ compared to January 2015.  

Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in partnership  
with Zogby Analytics in July 2017. 

 



Important for Scientists to 
Engage with Public on Research 
How important is it for scientists to inform elected officials and the 
public about their research and its impact on society? 
A 9% increase in those who responded ‘very important’ compared to January 2015.  

Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in partnership  
with Zogby Analytics in July 2017. 

 



“You can change the 
image of things to 
come. But you can’t 
do it sitting on your 
hands…The science 
community should 
reach out to 
Congress and build 
bridges.”  

Research!America Chair Emeritus,  
Former Congressman John Edward Porter 



Democrats: 7 
 
Warren Grant Magnuson (D, WA) 
•U.S. Rep (1937-1944) 
•U.S. Senator (1944-1981) 
 
Lawton Chiles (D, FL)  
•U.S. Senator (1971-1989) 
•Florida Governor (1991-1998) 
 
Claude Denson Pepper (D, FL) 
•U.S. Senator (1936-1951) 
•U.S. Representative (1963-1989) 
 
Joseph Lister Hill (D, AL) 
•U.S. Representative (1923-1938) 
•U.S. Senator (1938-1969) 
 
Dale Bumpers (D, AR) 
•Arkansas Governor (1971-1975) 
•U.S. Senator (1975-1999) 
 
William Natcher (D, KY) 
•U.S. Representative (1953-1994) 
 
Louis Stokes (D, OH) 
•U.S. Representative (1969-1999) 
•Research!America Board Member 
(2007-2010) 
 
 

Republicans: 5 
 
Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. (R, CT) 
•U.S. Representative (1969-1971) 
•U.S. Senator (1971-1989) 
•Connecticut Governor (1991-1995) 
 
Mark Hatfield (R, OR) 
•Oregon Governor (1959-1967) 
•U.S. Senator (1967-1997) 
 
C.W. Bill Young (R, FL) 
•U.S. Representative (1971-2013) 
 
John Edward Porter (R, IL) 
•U.S. Representative (1980-2001) 
•Chair Emeritus of Research!America 
 
Silvio O. Conte (R, MA) 
•U.S. Representative (1959-1991) 

 

NIH Buildings* Named for Policymakers 

*Plaza named for Paul G. Rogers 
(D, FL, U.S. Representative 
1955-1979) Former Chair of 
Research!America 

 



A Challenge: Pass the Starbucks Test 



Q:  What do elected officials and scientists 
have in common?  



Q:  What do elected officials and scientists 
have in common?  
 
A: Serving the public’s interest. 
 
You can effectively start a conversation with 
any elected official by thanking them for 
serving the public’s interest.  And then say how 
you serve the public’s interest.   
 



“…public 
sentiment is 
everything. With 
public 
sentiment, 
nothing can fail; 
without it 
nothing can 
succeed.” 

President Abraham Lincoln 



Research!America Surveys 

• Commissioning public opinion surveys on research issues for 25 
years: 

• National Surveys 
• State-Based Surveys 
• Issue-Specific Surveys 

• Online surveys are conducted with a sample size of 1000-2000 
adults and sampling error of +/-3.1%. The data are weighted in 
two stages to ensure accurate representation of the U.S. adult 
population. 



Majority Agree that Basic 
Research is Necessary 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Even if it 
brings no immediate benefits, basic scientific research that advances 
the frontiers of knowledge is necessary and should be supported by 
the federal government. 

Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in partnership  
with Zogby Analytics in January 2017. 

 



Government Should Prioritize STEM 
Education, Careers 
Do you agree or disagree the federal government should assign a 
higher priority to improving education focused on science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics and careers in those fields? 

Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in partnership  
with Zogby Analytics in January 2017. 

 



Most Trusted Spokespersons for 
Science? 
 How trustworthy do you consider each of the following to be as 
spokespersons for science? 

 

21 
Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in 

partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2017 



Despite High Levels of Public 
Confidence,  
Scientists are Invisible in Our 
Society… 
 



Can Americans Name a Living 
Scientist? 



Most Americans Cannot Name a Living 
Scientist 

Can you name a living scientist? 

Stephen Hawking (27%) 
Neil deGrasse Tyson (19%) 
Bill Nye (5%) 
Richard Dawkins (3%) 
Jane Goodall (2%) 
Anthony Fauci (2%) 
Michio Kaku (2%) 
Me (2%)  
James Watson (1%) 
 
 

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership 
with Zogby Analytics in January 2017. 



Do Americans Know Where 
Research is Conducted? 



Most Americans Don’t Know Where 
Research is Conducted 

Can you name any institution, company or organization where 
medical or health research is conducted? 

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership 
with Zogby Analytics in January 2017. 

Mayo Clinic (17%) 
Johns Hopkins University (10%) 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital (6%) 
NIH (4%) 
Cleveland Clinic (4%) 
MD Anderson Cancer Center (2%) 
Harvard University (3%) 
American Cancer Society (2%) 
CDC (1%) 
 



Most Americans Don’t Know Research is 
Conducted Nationwide 

To the best of your knowledge, would you say that medical research 
in the U.S. is conducted in all 50 states? 

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership 
with Zogby Analytics in January 2016. 



What can you do? 

• “Each one, teach one” – get involved  
• Advocate as a private citizen and constituent 

• Introduce yourself to your representative and Senators 
• Send custom messages to Congress  
• August congressional recess - request a meeting in your district  

• Advocate with your institution 
• Get to know government relations and communications teams 
• Invite your member of Congress for a lab or clinic visit 
• Establish an advocacy program 

 



Aspirational Communications 

THEN… In the 1970s, it was not uncommon for Americans to 
die of heart attacks in their 50s or 60s. 

NOW… Thanks to advances in prevention and medical 
technology like the stents and balloons used in angioplasty, 
heart disease fatalities have been cut by 57% over the past 
3 decades. 

Research is the solution to what ails us! 

IMAGINE… Eliminating premature deaths due to heart 
disease. 



Relatable Communications  
AKA Social Math 

• Americans spent 
$89.9 billion on summer 
vacation in 2016.  
 

• That amount could fund 
research at the NIH National 
Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute (NHLBI) for  

   29 years! 
 

Sources: Allianz Travel Insurance, NIH 
 



A Nation Worth Defending 

• U.S. defense spending in 
2016 totaled $585 billion.  
 

• Health Security: The National 
Institutes of Health budget in 
2016 totaled $32.3 billion.  

 

Sources: DHS, NIH, Congressman Steve Cohen* (D-TN)  

“The NIH… is our nation's Department of 
Defense for America's personal health”* 



Tell  Your Story, Not Your Data! 
Tweet 



Re-Cap: How to Think About 
Communication to Non-Scientists 
• Know your audience 
• Use the Then-Now-Imagine message frame 
• Be in the moment 
• Understand and align with public sentiment 
• Convey personal commitment/passion  
 
Communicating well demonstrates accountability 
       



Put a Face on Research: 
YOURS! 



The most important four 
words a researcher can say 
and convey are … 



“I work for you.” 



www.researchamerica.org/blog 
www.facebook.com/researchamerica.org 
www.twitter.com/researchamerica 
www.youtube.com/researchamerica 

Research!America Works for You 

Connect with us 
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