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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear NAVBO Members: 

It is a great pleasure to address the NAVBO membership as its Seventh President.  I am grateful to my predecessor, Brad Berk, for the wonderful job he did as past president.  As someone who has been actively involved in NAVBO since its inception, I am very pleased to see how our organization has grown and begun to mature. 
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My goals for this year are to continue to build on our success as the premier vascular biology organization in the United States.  One important issue has been our annual vascular biology meeting, which in the past has been held in conjunction with either the American Heart Association or the American Society for Investigative Pathology.  Our prior meetings have all been excellent, drawing a wide range of scientists from different disciplines, all with the common interest of vascular biology.  I am pleased to announce that for the next two years, we will be meeting jointly with the Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis, and Vascular Biology council of the American Heart Association.  In addition, we will have active participation from NHLBI.  Elizabeth Nabel has been very involved with this new initiative, and I think that the VB 2001 meeting will be one of the best ever!  Stay tuned to our web page (www.NAVBO.org) for updates and announcements regarding the meetings and the preliminary program information.  Paul DiCorleto served as chair of the program committee for this meeting, and I think that Paul and the program committee have put together an exciting series of invited speakers and symposia.  In addition, to follow on last year's initiative at VB 2000, there will be increased opportunities for oral presentations selected from the abstracts.  We have also introduced a new registration fee structure, which will give NAVBO and AHA members a discounted registration for the joint ATVB/NAVBO meeting.  At VB2001 we have also planned a NAVBO Workshop on Vascular Calcification, chaired by Linda Demer and myself,  which will start on the evening before the ATVB/NAVBO meeting.  We hope to see you there. 

Another goal for this year was to establish an award in memory of one of our founding members, Dr. Russell Ross. I am pleased therefore to announce the founding of the "Genentech: Russell Ross Award for Excellence in Vascular Biology". The Department of Cardiovascular Research at Genentech has generously endowed this award which will permit the selection of a recipient of this award on an annual basis.  Please check the NAVBO website for further information as to the selection criteria and award details. 

This year NAVBO members also adopted a change in the bylaws to allow a new class of membership "Corporate Members". We have drafted letters and levels of sponsorship and will be mailing these shortly to various corporations that in the past have been very generous in their support of NAVBO endeavors. 

Finally, I would also like to thank Avrum Gotlieb and his colleagues at the University of Toronto who have taken on the task of organizing IVBM 2004. Our web site will provide up to date information and links to the IVBM meeting. 

Second Conference on Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology

Co-Sponsors: NAVBO, NHLBI and the ATVB Council of the American Heart Association

May 10-13, 2001 – Crystal Gateway Marriott, Washington, DC

THURSDAY, MAY 10

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

NAVBO Workshop:

Vascular Calcification

Moderators:
Linda Demer, Los Angeles, CA and

Mary E. Gerritsen, S. San Francisco

Vascular Calcification and Vascular Biology of Bone

Linda L. Demer, Los Angeles, CA
Inducers and Inhibitors of Vascular Calcification

Cecilia M. Giachelli, Seattle, WA
Similarities in the molecular mechanisms underlying pathological and physiological calcification

W. Scott Simonet, Thousand Oaks, CA
Several Abstract Presentations

Submit abstracts to the “Vascular Calcification” category for consideration of inclusion to this session.

FRIDAY, MAY 11 

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM

Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 AM - 10:15 AM

OPENING KEYNOTE PLENARY SESSION I

Moderators:
Paul E. DiCorleto. Cleveland, OH

Elizabeth G. Nabel. Bethesda, MD

8:00
Conference Opening

Paul E. DiCorleto. Cleveland, OH

8:05
Welcome from NHLBI

Claude L'Enfant. Bethesda, MD

8:15
PPARS and Nuclear Receptors

Ronald M. Evans. La Jolla, CA

8:45
Genomic Circuits and the Integrative Biology of Complex Cardiac Diseases

Kenneth R. Chien. La Jolla, CA

9:15
Epigenetic control of Mammalian Growth

Shirley M. Tilghman. Princeton, NJ
9:45
Benditt Award Lecture

To be announced

10:15
Refreshment Break

10:45 AM - 12:15 PM

Concurrent Sessions I




Session A

Oxidants and Anti-oxidants 
Moderators:
Jay W. Heinecke. St. Louis, MO

and TBA

Role of Inflammation in LDL Oxidation and Atherosclerosis

Jay W. Heinecke. St. Louis, MO

Four selected abstracts (15 min each) 

Session B 
Functional Genomics/protenomics

Moderators:
Donald F.Hunt. Charlottesville, VA

and TBA

High Throughput Mixed Peptide Mass Spec Proteomic Analyses - An Adjunct to Genomic Screening Techniques

Donald Hunt. Charlottesville, VA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each) 

Session C

Signal Transduction in Blood Cells
Moderators:
Lawrence F. Brass. Philadelphia, PA

and TBA

Platelet activation through G proteins and G protein coupled receptors

Lawrence F. Brass. Philadelphia, PA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

12:15 PM – 1:30PM

Lunch break on your own

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Plenary Session II

INFLAMMATION
Moderators:
Linda K. Curtiss. La Jolla, CA

Garret A. Fitzgerald. Philadelphia, PA

Innate Immune Responses and Oxidized LDL

Joseph L. Witztum. La Jolla, CA

Immune Mechanisms in Atherosclerosis

Goran K. Hansson. Stockholm, Sweden

Cyclooxygenases and Atherothrombosis

Garret Fitzgerald, Philadelphia, PA

3:00 - 3:30 PM - Refreshment Break

3:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Concurrent Sessions II

Session A

Nutrition/Clinical Obesity/Diabetes
Moderators:
Henry N. Ginsberg. New York

and TBA

New Insights into the Pathophysiology of Diabetic Dyslipidemia

Henry N. Ginsberg. New York, NY

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

Session B

Cell-cell and Cell-matrix Interactions

Moderators:
Tatiana Byzova. Cleveland, OH

and TBA

The Integrin-Growth Factor Axis

Tatiana Byzova. Cleveland, OH

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

Session C

Control of Coagulation

Moderators:
George J. Broze. St. Louis, MO

and TBA

A Role for Protein Z

George J. Broze. St. Louis, MO

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Poster Session I and Reception

SATURDAY, MAY 12

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM

Registration and Continental Breakfast

Poster session I viewing

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

Plenary Session III

CELL INJURY, CELL DEATH and REPAIR PROCESSES

Moderators:
Mary E. Gerritsen. South San

Francisco, CA

8:00
New Players in an Old Field - Novel TNF Family Members

Vishva M. Dixit. South San Francisco, CA

8:30
Oxidant stress in atherosclerosis

Guy M. Chisolm. III. Cleveland, OH

9:00
The Role of Tissue Factor in Thrombus Propagation: Studies of Diffusion Through "Thrombi."

Yale Nemerson. New York, NY

9:30
Jeffrey M. Hoeg Arteriosclerosis Award Lecture

Awardee to be announced


10:00 AM – 10:30 AM - Refreshment Break

10:30 AM - 12:00 NOON

Concurrent Sessions III

Session A

Lipoprotein Metabolism

Moderators:
Trudy M. Forte. Berkeley, CA

and TBA

Anti-atherogenic Properties of HDL

Trudy M. Forte. Berkeley, CA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

Session B

Genetics of Cardiovascular Disease
Moderators:
Stephen Mockrin, Bethesda, MD

and Eric Boerwinkle, Houston, TX

Invited speaker (30 min) TBA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

Session C

Angiogenesis

Moderators: 
Donald M. McDonald, San

Francisco, CA and TBA

Endothelial heterogeneity in normal and diseased microvasculature

Donald M. McDonald. , San Francisco, CA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

NOON - 1:30 PM

Lunch break on your own

Poster Session II set-up/viewing

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Plenary Session IV

CARDIOVASCULAR CELL SIGNALING, GENE EXPRESSION & DIFFERENTIATION

Moderators: 
Gary Owens, Charlottesville, VA

and TBA

Regulation of gene expression during smooth muscle cell apoptosis

Daniel F. Bowen-Pope. Seattle, WA

Genetic control of early vascular development

Janet Rossant. Toronto, Ont., CA
Mining the Megakaryocyte for Integrin Gold

Sanford J. Shattil. La Jolla, CA

3:00 - 3:30 PM

Refreshment Break


3:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Concurrent Sessions IV

Session A

Apolipoprotein structure and function

Moderators: 
Stephen G. Young. San Francisco,

CA and TBA

VLDL or LDL Cholesterol: Which is More Atherogenic?

Stephen G. Young. San Francisco, CA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

Session B

Vascular cell signaling and gene expression
Moderators:
Benjamin G. Neel. Boston, MA

Tyrosine Phosphatases in Health and Disease.

Benjamin G. Neel. Boston, MA

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

Session C

Leukocyte/endothelial cell interactions

Moderators:
Rodger P. McEver. Oklahoma City

Interactions of PSGL-1 with selectins

Rodger P. McEver. Oklahoma City, OK 

Four selected abstracts (15 min each)

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

ATVB I.H. Page Award finalist presentations


6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Poster Session II presenting and Reception

SUNDAY, MAY 13
7:00 AM - 8:30 AM

Continental Breakfast

ATVB Women's Leadership Committee 
Breakfast meeting/lecture

8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

New Investigator Award Presentations 


9:30 AM - Refreshment Break

9:45 AM - 11:00 AM

Concurrent Workshops

A. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CARDIOVASCULAR RESEARCH

Moderators:
NIH and AHA representatives

B. CARDIOVASCULAR GENOMICS AND GENE EXPRESSION PROFILING

Moderators:
Elizabeth G. Nabel. Bethesda, MD and

Peter F. Davies, Philadelphia, PA
11:00 AM - CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

Final program is available online at: www.americanheart.org/Scientific/confer/arterio
Judah Folkman Receives Earl P. Benditt Award

On May 21, 2000, at the First Conference on Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology in Denver/Broomfield, CO, Judah Folkman was awarded NAVBO’s Earl P.  Benditt Award for his outstanding career contributions to the field of Vascular Biology.  Judah’s accomplishments are varied and impressive.  He transcended the usual career ladder recitation practically before his vita even started.  As an undergraduate at Ohio State University, he co-authored papers on new surgical procedures for treating liver cancer.  During medical school at Harvard, he worked with Robert Gross to develop the first implantable cardiac atrial pacemaker.  While taking time off for military service from his surgical residency at Massachusetts General Hospital, he worked with David Long at the Bethesda Naval Hospital.  Together, they developed the use of implantable polymers for the sustained-release delivery of drugs.  After his residency was completed in 1965, Judah joined Harvard’s Surgical Service at Boston City Hospital as an Instructor in Surgery.  In 1967 (two years later!) he was promoted to Professor of Surgery and became Surgeon-in-Chief at the Children’s Hospital, a post he held for 14 years before stepping down to devote his full time to research.  

His achievements in experimental medicine include the first purification of basic fibroblast growth factor, the identification of naturally occurring anti-angiogenic substances and championing the fundamental importance of the balance between pro- and anti-angiogenic mediators in the regulation of angiogenesis.  The principle that he is most strongly identified with is the role of angiogenesis in supporting and promoting the growth of tumors, a concept that began to develop during his time in Bethesda when he sought to grow tumors in isolated perfused organs.  Today, the principle that tumor growth is limited by its vascular “lines of supply” is axiomatic, and is the bedrock of efforts to develop new anti-cancer therapies by using anti-angiogenic agents.  Most recently, Judah’s group has been investigating the benefits of synergy between traditional chemotherapeutic agents or radiation and anti-angiogenic agents in treating neoplasms.  Their investigation of the concept of tumor dormancy suggests that, in the absence of angiogenic activity, metastases can remain as small, inactive foci for extended periods of time without harming the host organism.

Throughout his long and productive career, Judah has received innumerable honors and awards.  He has served on study sections and performed advisory services, and is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, and the Institute of Medicine.  Despite the heavy demands on his time from both the lay and scientific communities, he has remained a courtly and supportive colleague in vascular biology.  I cannot recall hearing Judah present an invited, honorific talk without his making a point of highlighting a recent contribution by someone in the local community.  Moreover, he manages to find the time in his busy schedule to offer advice or say something positive to those of us who are travelling in his wake.  His award is the token of a respectful and appreciative community, and richly deserved.

William Schnaper,

A Review of VB2000

The First Conference on Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology, was held on May 20-22, 2000, 35 miles north of Denver, CO.  The meeting was co-sponsored by the ATVB Council of the American Heart Association and the North American Vascular Biology Organization.  NAVBO’s pre-meeting symposium on Vasculogenesis and Angiogenesis dove-tailed very well with the conference which followed.  Overall, the meeting was a huge success with 465 registered attendees and approximately 345 abstracts presented at the Conference.  One hundred fifteen of the abstracts were submitted by Young Investigators competing for travel awards.  We were fortunate to be able to provide travel support for 42 awardees.

The start of the meeting was highlighted by “hot topics” presentations on Molecular Mechanisms of Angiogenesis, Peter Carmeliet; PPARs and Atherosclerosis, Christopher Glass; Nitric Oxide and Vascular Function, William Sessa and ABCs of Cholesterol Efflux, Michael Hayden.  This was a great “kick-off” event with very informative talks followed by a reception and poster viewing.  

Following the hot topics, there were two full days of presentations and posters.  Each day was started with a Plenary Session on topics of interest to all attendees.  The first Session featured Molecular Genetics of Vascular Disease and included Jake Lusis on “Genetics of Atherosclerosis”; Betsy Nabel on “Gene Therapy Approaches to the Vessel Wall” and David Ginsburg on “Combined Factor V-VIII Deficiency”.  The second Session focused on Cell Biology of Atherosclerosis featuring Klaus Ley  on the “Role of P-Selectin, VCAM-1, and Endothelial Fibronectin in Monocyte Adhesion to Atherosclerotic Lesions in ApoE Knockout Mice”; Denisa Wagner on “Adhesion Molecules in Thrombosis and Atherosclerosis” and Alan Fogelman on “Oxidative Events and Protective Mechanisms in the Formation of Mildly Oxidized LDL”.  These were extremely informative talks which brought the attendees up to speed regarding the status of the field and provided those not working in the field with a review of what was important in the field.  Each Plenary Session was followed by break-out sessions specific for the three sections of the ATVB Council; however, since the lecture halls were contiguous, it was easy to move from one room to another in order to listen to a talk of specific interest.  The concurrent sessions were well planned to highlight areas of interest in lipids and lipoproteins, thrombosis and vascular biology.  Each session started with a featured speaker to address the topic and was followed by fifteen minute presentations selected from the submitted abstracts. 

The Conference was crowned by the awarding of two prestigious awards.  The first was the Jeffrey M. Hoeg Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology Award for Basic Science and Clinical Research and went to Shaun Coughlin for


his work on molecular mechanisms of thrombin signaling.  The second award was the Earl P. Benditt Award, which was given to Judah Folkman in recognition for his outstanding contributions in angiogenesis research.

Based on comments from attendees at the meeting, the conference was successful in bringing together investigators from various fields and for providing a friendly forum for young investigators to meet senior investigators.  The ease of getting to sessions was a great selling point and a general comment was that ATVB and NAVBO “need to continue this type of meeting”.  The ATVB Council of the AHA and NAVBO are joining with the NHLBI to co-sponsor the second ATVB conference in Arlington, VA (near Washington, DC), May 11-13, 2001.  See Preliminary Program page two.

Dr. Trudy Forte, Conference chair with

Dr. Paul E. DiCorleto, Vascular Biology Section Chair

Gordon Conferences

Angiotensin II Gordon Research Conference

Ventura, California

March 11 - 15, 2001

Chair: Bradford C. Berk
Vice Chair: Alessandro Capponi

Topics focus on aspects of the Renin Agiotensin System including: proteomics/genomics,  vascular remodeling, AT1R and AT2R signal transduction, transgenic experiments, the cardiac and vascular systems, intrarenal angiotensin:  generation, regula-tion and action, the role of sex in the RAS, Angiotensin II & aldosterone: adrenal gland and heart, inhibitors of the RAS and cardiovascular disease progression.  The Keynote lecture: renin angiotensin system and genomics. 


Angiogenesis and Microcirculation

Salve Regina University - Newport, RI.

August 12-17

Chair: David Cheresh

Vice-Chair: Luisa Iruela-Arispe

Subjects will include representative topics related to the most current research on angiogenesis and provide a stimula-ting environment for discussion and future directions.

Updated informa-tion will be pre-sented in the March Issue of Science and posted in the Gordon Confer-ences web page: www.grc.uri.edu

Of Note  .  .  .

CENTER FOR SCIENTIFIC REVIEW PROPOSES NEW INTEGRATED REVIEW GROUPS (IRGS)

The NIH is restructuring its current organization of study sections. As part of this process, a Panel on Scientific Boundaries for Review is now in the second phase of its deliberations.  A distinguished group of panelists promulgated an initial list of disease- or organ-related IRGs that was modified by input form the research community.  The current list includes the following 17 IRGs:

Biological Chemistry and Macromolecular Biophysics

Biology of Development and Aging

Cardiovascular Sciences

Cell Function and Interactions

Digestive Sciences

Endocrinology, Metabolism and Reproductive Sciences

Fundamental Bioengineering and Technology Development

Fundamental Genetics and Population Biology

Hematology

Immunology Sciences

Infectious Disease and Microbiology

Molecular Approaches to Gene Function

Muscle, Bone, Connective Tissue and Skin

Oncological Sciences

Pulmonary Sciences

Renal and Urological Sciences

Surgery, Applied Imaging and Applied Biotechnology

The names and boundaries of these IRGs will be modified during this second phase of evaluation, which may take several years to complete.  Each IRG will develop a group of study sections to evaluate grants within its discipline.  These will then be open to input from the community.  It is likely that many grant applications from NAVBO members will go to cardiovascular study sections.  However, as is the case now, regardless of IRG the expertise and interests of each study section’s members should be the primary determinant of where a grant should be evaluated.  For that reason, this process of defining study sections bears close watching.  More information can be obtained by going to www.csr.nih.gov. 

BUSINESS MEETING

The NAVBO Business Meeting will take place on Saturday, May 12 at 7:00am (room TBD) at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, VA just outside of Washington, DC. 

2000 ELECTION RESULTS

President-Elect: Alexander Clowes

Councilors: Peter F. Davies, University of Pennsylvania; William C. Sessa, Yale University and Cecilia Giachelli, University of Washington.

Newsletter Editor: H. William Schnaper, Northwestern University.

NAVBO PRESENTS TRAVEL AWARDS TO THE IVBM MEETING IN GENEVA
The NAVBO Council is proud to announce the recipients of the XIth International Vascular Biology Meeting in Geneva, Switzerland.  Three awards of $1,000 each were presented to: Sylvia Heeneman, University of Maastricht, The Netherlands, for her abstract, XXXTITLEXXX; Christiana Dimitropoulou, Medical College of Georgia, for her abstract, XXXTITLEXXX; and GT, Belgium, for his abstract presentation entitled, XXXTITLEXXX.

BULLETIN BOARDwalk 

This forum will be an extension of sessions at the ASIP and NAVBO meetings, an informal dis-cussion forum where session speakers will agree to make themselves available for some months to discuss issues arising from the formal session.  Members of the two societies are welcome to log on at www.beeboard.com/pathology
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS SOLICITED

Do you have news of an upcoming meeting?  Comments about one that was just held?  Concerns about issues of interest to the Vascular Biology community?  The NAVBO Newsletter is YOUR “house organ” and would like to provide a lively forum for Organization members.  Send e-mails with your questions or comments to Bill Schnaper at schnaper@northwestern.edu.  

A Tribute to Ramzi
On the 28th of September I was privileged to sit on the auditorium stairs and take a photograph as the Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School honored Ramzi Cotran with a portrait and the announcement of a Chair in his name.  A few days later Ramzi died of metastatic cancer.  The loss is indescribable.

The picture shows Ramzi seeing his new portrait, a portrait that will hang in the auditorium with the Brigham's most important leaders.  Ramzi's wife, Satwa, is to the left and the clapping hands are those of Judah Folkman.  Speakers covered almost all aspects of this unique man . . .  from his friendships at the American University of Beirut to his role as husband and grandfather.  Residents, trainees and protégés talked of Ramzi's role as the leader of Pathology, his fostering role in vascular biology and his role as friend and mentor of so many of us.

It is this last role, as a mentor and friend that makes Ramzi's loss so hard to imagine.  From the time he was chief resident at the Mallory to today, Ramzi has been everyone's best mentor, strongest critic and fairest supporter.  For those he trained and collaborated with, Ramzi's contributions were always seminal.  This man had an encyclopedic knowledge that was unique not in scope but in the ability to ask how complex ideas interact.  For many of us, even people who never studied under him or wrote a paper in collaboration, Ramzi's discussions were the basis of great insights .

NAVBO has a special debt.  Twenty seven years ago, Ramzi Cotran and Ted Spaeht decided that "vascular biology" needed a forum.  They founded the "vessel club."  At the first meeting in Atlantic City, protégés and young friends from their Northeastern labs ... including Mike Stemerman, Eric Jaffe, Mike Gimbrone, Chris Haudenschild, were joined by a coterie from the west, including myself.  The Vessel Club was the seed where many of us first learned about the cell and molecular biology of blood vessels, always in the same sort of atmosphere of scientific rigor and avoidance of old boyism that still typifies NAVBO, IVBM and GRC meetings in our field.  Whatever the credit the rest of can take, we all owe this success to Ramzi.

The legacy celebrated in this auditorium will continue in the memories and work of Ramzi's former fellows, students, residents, collaborators and just plain friends.

Steve Schwartz

IVBM XI: Vascular Biology Enters Clinical Reality in the Swiss Alps

The XIth International Vascular Biology Meeting was held early in September in Geneva.  Before covering some important highlights of the scheduled sessions, it is very important to point out that the scope of the meeting was well beyond any one person’s ability to provide a report.  Focusing on the talks alone, moreover, is very misleading.  Giulio Gabbiani, the host, put together an extraordinary meeting where the corridor sessions and discussions over meals on the Lake Geneva tour boat were probably as important as the meeting itself.  There were tremendous opportunities for fellows to interact with each other and with senior investigators.

The formal program for Geneva represented an important transition in the field of vascular biology because of the large extent of the meeting devoted to clinical topics growing from basic vascular biology.  This meeting opened with sessions concerning the statins.  While the obvious benefit of the statins is in their ability to prevent clinical events in atherosclerosis, it’s long been apparent that HMG co-A reductase inhibitors have other effects.  These presumably result from the formation of prenylated products.  Several groups, including Tom Lüscher, Lina Badimon and Peter Libby, presented evidence that the statins have anti-inflammatory effects that may be responsible for their ability to stabilize atherosclerotic plaques.  This clinical view of the statins and how they actually work needs to be put in the context of basic studies presented by several laboratories on the mechanisms of inflammation in the atherosclerotic plaque.  Prominent among these discussions would be two:  Goran Hansson on the role of immune response, particularly the development of T-cell clones in the atherosclerotic plaque; and Joe Witztum on the role of oxidized phospholipids in atherosclerosis, particularly the role of oxidized lipoprotein in inducing specific antigens.

A second combined clinical and basic focus of the meeting was on angiogenic and anti-angiogenic therapies.  This included the keynote speech by Judah Folkman dealing with the ongoing clinical trials, ranging from anti-angiogenesis therapy in cancer to pro-angiogenesis therapy in myocardial disease.  Again, prospects for the angiogenic clinical frontier were greatly expanded by the basic science reports.  Perhaps the most intriguing angiogenesis paper was the presentation from George Yancopoulos bringing together the roles of different VEGFs, angiopoietins and ephrins in the assembly of blood vessels.  The latter topic includes not only endothelial-endothelial interactions but also the recruitment and organization of smooth muscle cells.  This area of smooth muscle recruitment is just beginning to explode.  Wolfgang Schaper pointed out that effective revascularization of the heart is likely to require more than just a problem in formation of new blood vessels in the microcirculation.  Conduit arteries must also form.  Dr. Schaper talked about the important issue of formation of arteries from existing vessels.  Such remodeling must also relate to the efforts of hemodynamics and physical forces on vascular structure as discussed Lowell Langille.

Schaper’s studies as well as Langille’s work point to the need to identify factors controlling smooth muscle-endothelial cell interactions.  Reports in this area involved several talks by Christer Betsholtz, George Yancopoulos, Eli Keshet and others about the interactions of these cells by paracrine growth factors, including the role of PDGF forms in the recruitment of smooth muscle cells and angiopoietin 2 in stabilizing vessel structure.

Our concepts of “smooth muscle” are also undergoing dramatic changes.  Gary Owens reported on extensive progress in identifying promoters that can target expression to vascular smooth muscle.  Presumably these promoters are the ultimate targets of the growth factors described by, and of the arterialization process proposed by, Schaper.  While the specific factors involved in forming the smooth muscle coat are just beginning to be defined, we also know that smooth muscle has different embryologic origins and very different phenotypes.  Studies from my lab reported distinct array expression patterns for different smooth muscles in different vascular beds, while studies by Mark Majesky and colleagues reported on distinct embryologic origins and phenotypes of vascular bed specific smooth muscle cells, especially cells making up the coronary arteries.  This potential for cellular complexity in assembly of the vessel wall and factors determining lineage is reminiscent of the early days of immunology.

Largely new to this IVBM were sessions devoted to vascular genetics.  In addition to many talks discussing ongoing themes of vascular biology, new themes at this meeting included a focus on genetic determinants of atherosclerosis in mice by Jake Lusis.  We are going to learn more from mice now, not simply from knockouts, but from looking at strain variations.  Other genetic talks, including Gerd Schmitz on the ABC1 pathway, Elisabeth Tournier-Lasserve on hereditary angiomas, as well as presentations on polymorphisms in integrins, illustrated the growing value of genetic studies of vascular function and disease.  Similarly , identification of many molecules not previously associated with vascular function, by array analyses in my lab as well as in the labs of Anton Horrevoets and Victor Koteliansky, show that we have only begun to identify the molecules involved in vascular development and pathology.

Perhaps the most “mature” area of basic science covered at the meeting was the session on endothelial cell structure.  The amount of information was truly daunting, ranging from Denisa Wagner’s work on the function of cell-surface adherence molecules in inflammation to Elisabeta Dejana’s work on the regulation of function by the cell-cell junction in the


endothelium.  Studies of this junction have obviously gone from the static structure of the 70’s to a millennial view of a highly active structure as typified by work from Victor van Hinsbergh, from the Netherlands, on the role of Rho-kinase in controlling the endothelial barrier.

Finally, I want to finish by giving tribute to Dr. Gabbiani for creating a large meeting while maintaining a small meeting atmosphere.  This spirit of interaction, usually only seen at small conferences, like Gordon or Keystone, made the Geneva IVBM a unique opportunity.  The next IVBM, the XIIth Meeting, 12-16 May 2002, will be hosted by the Japanese Vascular Biology Organization in Karuizawa, a resort town close to Tokyo.  The Japanese hosts are making a special attempt to keep costs low by providing inexpensive housing especially for younger faculty and post-docs or students who may wish to attend.  NAVBO would like to strongly encourage its membership to attend this XIIth Meeting.  The home page for the meeting is available currently at:

http://square.umin.ac.jp/ivbm2002/.  

For those who wish to obtain slides announcing the meeting, please e-mail Steve Schwartz at steves@u.washington.edu.

Stephen M. Schwartz, MD, PhD


Job Opportunities


ENDOWED CHAIR

CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE

The University of Connecticut Health Center and School of Medicine is seeking outstanding candidates to serve as the Raymond Neag Distinguished Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine and Chief of the division of Cardiology in the Department of Medicine.  Candidates should have documented success in cardiovascular research programs with an emphasis on basic investigation in vascular biology.  

Prerequisite qualifications include board certification in internal medicine and cardiovascular diseases, proven academic and research leadership, and management abilities.  A commitment to support thriving programs at the University of Connecticut Health Center in interventional cardiology and cardiac surgery, heart failure device technology, and nuclear cardiology is essential.

The new Chief will be located at the University of Connecticut Health Center and will be expected to collaborate with investigators in basic science centers of excellence in vascular biology, genetics and genomics, structural biology, medical imaging, and/or molecular medicine programs.  The new Chief will also be in a unique position to collaborate with clinical cardiologists at our affiliated hospitals.

Candidates should send their c.v. and bibliography to:

Richard A. Garibaldi, M.D.

Professor and Chairman, 

Department of Medicine

Univ. of Connecticut, Sch of Med

263 Farmington Avenue

Farmington, CT  06030-3945

FACULTY POSITION:

Vascular Biology
The University of Ottawa Heart Institute (Canada) invites applications for a hard funded (renewable five year contract) academic research position.  We seek an MD and/or PhD candidate at the assistant or associate professor level with training in cellular and molecular biology, who has well-developed interests in vascular biology (e.g., atherosclerosis, restenosis, angiogenesis, smooth muscle and endothelial cell biology).  The position is for an independent investigator capable of funding his/her own program as well as operating in a collaborative environment of basic scientists and research cardiologists.  The candidate’s research program should complement existing research programs at the Institute, and be open for collaboration.  Candidates would be eligible for appointment in the school of graduate studies, and training of graduate students and post-doctoral fellows is encouraged.  In accordance with Canadian Employment and Immigration guidelines, preference will be given to Canadian citizens and permanent residents of Canada.  Interested candidates should send a letter of application and their curriculum vitae to Dr. Yves Marcel, Chief Scientific Officer, University of Ottawa Heart Institute, 40 Ruskin Street, Ottawa, Ontario Canada K1Y 4W7.  E-mail:  ymarcel@ottawaheart.ca

PHYSICIAN-SCIENTISTS

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, Division of Dermatology is seeking applicants for two Physician-Scientist positions.

Candidates should have a MD or MD, PhD degree with active interest and experience in the Biology of Skin and be Board Certified/Board Eligible in Dermatology.  Candidates will conduct their research in an independent manner and initiate research projects in collaboration with other investigators.  Candidates will be expected to establish a viable research program and successfully compete for extramural research funding at the NIH level.  The Candidate will have modest teaching and training responsibilities.  Vanderbilt University in an Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please forward letter of interest, curriculum vitae and four references to:

Lloyd E. King, Jr, MD, PhD

Chairman, Division of Dermatology

A2303, Medical Center North

Nashville, TN 37232-2600

Phone: (615) 343-4363

Fax: (615) 321-6387

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIPS

Postdoctoral fellowships are available immediately in the Emory University Division of Cardiology Vascular Biology Center.  Studies directed toward understanding the molecular regulation of vascular redox state, growth, and gene expression are emphasized.  Experimental studies include molecular cloning, purified proteins, cell biology, electron spin resonance spectroscopy, and transgenic animals.  Funding is available through an NIH supported training grant.  Support is available to US citizens or permanent residents only.  

Individuals should send their CV's with a cover letter to:

Carol Stephens

Emory University School of Medicine

Cardiology Division

1639 Pierce Dr., 319 WMB

Atlanta, GA  30322

Or by e-mail to: cmorr07@emory.edu

POST-DOCTORATE POSITION

Post-doctorate position open now to study the molecular mechanisms mediating vascular permeability in response to VEGF/VPF and hydrocortisone.  Research conducted as part of a multidisciplinary team focused on understanding and developing treatments for diabetic retinopathy. E.O.E.-AA-M/F/H/V

Interested applicants should contact:

Dr David A. Antonetti

Penn State University College of Medicine

Hershey PA 17033

(717) 531-5032

dantonetti@psu.edu

POSTDOCTORAL POSITIONS

The newly established Laboratory for Cellular Tissue Engineering, Drexel University in Philadelphia has immediate vacancies for several postdoctoral positions as well as for outstanding graduate students to work on diverse aspects of cardiovascular tissue engineering.

Postdoctoral Position(s) in Vascular Biology: Study signal transduction mechanisms involved in the expression of adhesion molecules in cultured endothelial cells exposed to diverse hemodynamic forces.  Successful candidates will have a strong background and training in cell and molecular biology. Thorough, proven expertise in isolation and maintenance of human vascular endothelial cells is required as is demonstrated proficiency in molecular biological techniques (promoter deletion analysis, EMSA, DNA footprinting, quantitative RTPCR, Northern Blotting, RNAse protection assay), immunochemical assays (ELISA, Western Blotting, flow cytometry) and 

intracellular signal transduction pathways (protein phosphorylation cascades, kinase assays).  Expertise in the analysis of differential gene expression (microchip array technology, differential display PCR, subtraction cloning, etc.) as well as demonstrated, familiarity with theory and praxis of endothelial cell mechanoactivation are definite advantages.

Postdoctoral Position(s) in Cellular/Molecular Tissue Engineering:  Study signal transduction pathways and genomics involved in the tissue-like assembly and differentiation of endothelial cells and neuroendocrine parenchymal cells co-cultured in Rotating Wall Vessel Bioreactors.  Successful candidates will have a strong background and training in cell and molecular biology.  Demonstrated expertise in cell culture and biochemical/immunological techniques (HPLC, radioenzyme assays, ELISA, Western blotting, flowcytometry, immunohistochemistry) is required, as is thorough familiarity with molecular biological methods (RTPCR, RNAse protection assay, EMSA, "promoterbashing", microchipbased genomic analysis).  Expertise in signal transduction research will be of advantage.

Send inquiries and applications (including names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of three referees to:

Peter I. Lelkes, Ph.D.

Calhoun Professor of Cellular Tissue Engineering

School of Biomedical Engineering, Science and Health Systems

Commonwealth Hall 7-721

Drexel University

3141 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Tel:    215.895.2219

Fax:   215.895.4983

E-mail:pilelkes@drexel.edu

POSTDOCTORAL POSITIONS

Center of Biomedical Research Excellence in Angiogenesis, Center for Molecular Medicine Maine Medical Center Research Institute invites applications from highly motivated individuals to fill available postdoctoral positions.  The Center for Molecular Medicine is comprised of an interdisciplinary group of scientists focused on investigating signaling mechanisms in angiogenesis.  The center is housed in a new state-of-the-art research building and is supported by excellent core facilities in cell and molecular biology.  These positions are funded through a Center of Biomedical Research Excellence in Angiogenesis award from the National Institutes of Health. Individuals with backgrounds in cell and molecular biology, biochemistry and medical sciences are encouraged to apply. We are particularly interested in postgraduate students who do not have prior background in vascular biology but wish to pursue this area as a future field of endeavor. Current approaches include the use of modern cell and molecular methods including gene targeting and transgenics, and analysis of angiogenic processes in vivo and in vitro.    

Research opportunities include:

· Cooperativity between FGF1 and Jagged1 in signaling in angiogenesis

Dr. Thomas Maciag, maciat@mail.mmc.org 

· Role of Jagged1 in ischemic tissue damage

Dr. Lucy Liaw, liawl@mail.mmc.org

· Regulation of tyrosine kinase signaling in angiogenesis

Dr. Robert Friesel, friesr@mail.mmc.org
· Covalent FGF2 complexes in angiogenesis

Dr. Volkhard Lindner, lindnv@mail.mmc.org
· Endoglin function in angiogenesis

Dr. Calvin Vary, varyc@mail.mmc.org
· Transcriptional decisions in endothelial cell differentiation

Dr. Douglas Spicer, spiced@mail.mmc.org
Positions require a Ph.D. and/or M.D.  Salaries are competitive and include an excellent benefits package.  The Portland, Maine area offers an environment rich in cultural and recreational opportunities.  For more information visit our web site at http://zappa.mmcri.mmc.org.  Interested candidates should send a curriculum vitae and the names, addresses and telephone numbers of three references to the faculty email address or mail to:

Center for Molecular Medicine

Maine Medical Center Research Institute

125 John Roberts Rd., Suite #12

South Portland, ME 04106

POSTDOCTORAL POSITION

Molecular Biology in Cardiovascular Research

A postdoctoral position is available immediately for a highly motivated individual with a PhD or MD/PhD and a strong background in molecular biology.  This person should have an interest in applying his/her skills to problems of cardiovascular diseases with a particular interest in cardiac hypertrophy and failure. Projects are available to study the effects of angiotensin II on cardiomyocytes using various transgenic and knockout models as well as cardiac cells in culture.

Applications from individuals with experience in any area of molecular biology, molecular genetics, or functional genomics are encouraged.  

A competitive salary is available for an initial period of two to three years.

Interested candidates should submit a curriculum vitae, statement of research interests and names of three references to:

Thierry Pedrazzini, PhD

Division of Hypertension and Vascular Medicine

University of Lausanne Medical School

CH-1011 Lausanne, Switzerland

E-mail: thierry.pedrazzini@chuv.hospvd.ch

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH POSITIONS

Postdoctoral research positions available to study the molecular regulators of smooth muscle cell growth during vascular lesion formation. Challenging opportunities exist to study (1) the regulation and function of specific growth regulatory transcription factors during vascular lesion formation and (2) the molecular mechanisms that regulate accelerated smooth muscle cell growth and vascular lesion formation in diabetes.  

Ph.D’s and/or M.D.’s interested in two or three years of training in these areas, send CV to:

Coleen McNamara M.D.

Associate Professor of Internal Medicine

Cardiovascular Division

University of Virginia Health Science Center

MR4 6012 Lane Rd. 

Charlottesville, VA  22908

Or e-mail to: cam8c@virginia.edu.

POSTDOCTORAL POSITION
Postdoctoral position open to study membrane trafficking in endothelial cells.  The ideal candidate would have experience studying regulated membrane trafficking at the cellular and molecular levels using biochemical, microscopic, and molecular biology approaches.  Experience with modern imaging systems is critical.  Experience with endothelial cells is a definite "plus", but not necessary.  The candidate should have excellent communication skills in English, be able to work independently, as well as to interact with a lively group of productive investigators studying leukocyte-endothelial cell interactions.  We are based at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University in the nicest and safest area of New York City.  We interact extensively with investigators at Weill as well as at The Rockefeller University and Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, which are both just across the street.  The position is fully funded and available immediately.
Submit CV and names (and contact numbers) of three references to: 

William A. Muller, MD, PhD

Department of Pathology and Program in Immunology

Box 69

Weill Medical College of Cornell University

1300 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: 212 746-6487

Fax: 212 746-6991

Or e-mail: wamuller@med.cornell.edu

POSTDOCTORAL POSITION

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

Field of vascular biology and/or metabolism.  Study the role of leukocyte and endothelial adhesion receptors in thrombosis, inflammation, or liver function.  Prefer candidates with experience in molecular biology and/or working with mice.  Publications in international journals are a prerequisite.  Equal Opportunity Employer.

Curriculum vitae to:  

Denisa D. Wagner, Ph.D., Prof. of Pathology

Harvard Med Sch/

The Center for Blood Research

800 Huntington Avenue

Boston, MA  02115

Fax:  (617) 278-3368

Email: dw1@cbr.med.harvard.edu

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

Department of Laboratory Medicine and Pathobiology, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ont. Canada is seeking a postdoctoral fellow to study vascular cell responses to arterial injury.   Position is open immediately, and will be funded at CIHR pay scale.  Current research efforts include: 1)  Molecular mechanisms of SMC interactions with extracellular matrix: including study of integrin and discoidin domain receptor function and signaling.  2). In vivo studies of arterial lesion formation in mouse, rat and rabbit injury models, with particular focus on mechanisms involved in SMC migration.  3). Elucidation of the role of matrix molecules produced after injury in regulating SMC growth, migration and survival.  The ideal candidate will be a Ph.D. or M.D. with a good publication record and experience in molecular biology and/or experimental animal surgery.  My lab is located in the Medical Sciences Building on the main campus of the University of Toronto.  We are part of a new Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario Research Group on the Cell Biology of Atherosclerosis, and the Heart and Stroke Foundation Richard Lewar Center for Cardiovascular Research, providing excellent research infrastructure and a fertile environment for interactions with Cardiovascular Researchers at the University of Toronto.  Submit curriculum vitae, a summary of research interests/career plans and 3 references.

Submit Inquiries to:

Michelle P. Bendeck, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Department of Lab Medicine and Pathobiology

University of Toronto

Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 6217

1 King’s College Circle

Toronto, ON  M5S 1A8

Tel:  (416) 946-7133

Fax:  (416)    978-5959

Email: michelle.bendeck@utoronto.ca

Calendar of Scientific Meetings


Jan 15-21, 2001.  Sheraton Tamarron Resort, Durango, CO.   Neuronal and Vascular Stress in Alzheimer's Disease. For more information, see the Keystone website at: www.symposia.com

Feb 12-13, 2001. Fairmont Copley Plaza, Boston MA.  HDL Cholesterol, metabolic pathways and drug development.  See the Knowledge Foundation, www.knowledgefoundation.com

Feb 16-21, 2001.  Taos Civic Center, Tasi, NM.  Chemokines and Chemokine Receptors.  For more information, see the Keystone website at: www.symposia.com

March 2-3, 2001. Hyatt Regency Hotel, Bethesda, MD.  The Joan L. and Julius H. Jacobson Research Initiatives in Vascular Disease Conference: Cellular Signaling - Pathways for the Development of Vascular Disease. Contact: Lifeline Foundation, 13 Elm Street, Manchester, MA  01944, Tel: (978) 526-8330, Fax: (978) 526-7521, Email: lifeline@prri.com

March 11 - 16, 2001.  Clarion Ventura Beach Hotel, Ventura, CA.  Angiotensin II Gordon Conference. Information on the Gordon Conference web site:

www.grc.uri.edu/programs/2001/angioten.htm

March 30, 2001.  Orlando Convention Center, Orlando, FL.  Blood Vessel Club.  Sponsored by NAVBO.  Contact: bernadette@navbo.org

March 31- April 4, 2001. Orlando Convention Center, Orlando, FL.  Experimental Biology 2001.  Sponsored by American Society for Investigative Pathology and other FASEB societies.  Contact:  asip@pathol.faseb.org.

April 3-8, 2001.  Whistler Resort, Whistler, BC.  Hematopoiesis For more information, see the Keystone website at: www.symposia.com

April 7-12, 2001.  Snowbird Resort, Snowbird, UT.  Eicosnoid Lipid Mediators. For more information, see the Keystone website at: www.symposia.com

April 20-26, 2001. Hotel Semiramis, Puerto de  la Cruz, Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain. IVth HHT Scientific Conference. Conference Organizing Committee: 
M Letarte, H Plauchu, CJJ Westermann, C Bernabeu, P Vase, RI White and CL Shovlin.  Website: www.hippoviajes.com

April 24-29, 2001.  Keystone Resort, Keystone, CO.  Concurrent meetings Angiogenesis and Chronic Diseases; Cellular and Molecular Events in the Pathogenesis of Atherosclerosis. For more information, see the Keystone website at: www.symposia.com

May 10, 2001.  Crystal Gateway Marriott, Crystal City, Arlington, VA.  NAVBO Workshop on Vascular Calcification.  Contact: bernadette@navbo.org or see www.navbo.org

May 10-13, 2001. Crystal Gateway Marriott, Crystal City, Arlington, VA.  Second Conference on Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis and Vascular Biology.  Sponsored by NAVBO, AHA and the NHLBI.  See www.navbo.org

June 10-13, 2001.  Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, MD.  Society for Vascular Surgery / American Association for Vascular Surgery Joint Annual Meeting.  Contact:

SVS/AAVS Annual Meeting, jvs@prri.com

www.vascsurg.org, Tel: 978-526-8330, Fax: 978-526-7521

August 12-17, 2001.  Salve Regina University, Newport, RI.  Angiogenesis and Microcirculation.  Information on the Gordon Conference web site: www.grc.uri.edu 

May 12-16, 2002.  Karuizawa, Japan. XIIth International Vascular Biology Meeting.  Contact: http://square.umin.ac.jp/ivbm2002/


NAVBO MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
 Membership in NAVBO is growing! As of July 1, we have over 650 active members and a substantial number of members are trainees (which we encourage)! Now is the time to encourage your colleagues and trainees to join NAVBO and network with other members of the vascular biology community! 

How do I apply for membership?

Complete the membership application form in this newsletter and return it, along with a check or authorization for credit card payment (Visa or Mastercard only) for your first year membership dues ($45 Regular, $25 Trainee, payable to NAVBO). There are two membership categories:

Regular  Member: Those who hold an advanced degree (M.S., M.D., Ph.D) or who have professional experience in the field.

Trainee Member: Graduate students, residents, postdoctoral fellows, undergraduate students, technicians with interest or experience in vascular biology. Applicant must be spon​sored by their academic supervisor, laboratory head or department chairman.

COPY THIS FORM AND GIVE IT TO YOUR COLLEAGUES!


NAVBO Application for Membership

Name: 

                                                                

Position: 


Department: 


Institution: 


Street Address: 


City: 


State: 


Zip:


Phone: 


Fax: 


Email: 


Degree:  MS__     PhD__     MD __     Other ___

Trainee: Fellow/Resident  Graduate Student

I hereby apply for (check appropriate box):

(   Regular
(   Trainee* membership in NAVBO.
Signature: 


Submit this form and current curriculum vitae

(*letter from supervisor/department head) along with a check payable to NAVBO  ($45 regular, $25 Trainee) to:

NAVBO

9650 Rockville Pike

Bethesda,  MD 20814-3993.

If paying by VISA or Master Card please in​clude Card number: 


Expiration date: 
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XIIth International Vascular Biology Meeting


June 1-5, 2004


Toronto Marriott





Hosted by the University of Toronto


Chair: Avrum Gotlieb


Co-chair: B. Lowell Langille
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Attendees at last summer’s Gordon Conference on Vascular Cell Biology contemplate the molecular basis of atherosclerosis.








Abstract Deadline for VB2001:


December 15, 2000
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XIIth International 

Vascular Biology Meeting

President   Yoshio Yazaki, M.D., Ph.D.

Karuizawa, Japan   

12-16 May, 2002
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